
DT Automotive Van Knowledge 

     Choosing The Right Van For Your Business 

The Complete Guide To Finding The Perfect Commercial Vehicle For Your Needs 

Expert Guides. Honest Advice. Better Van Decisions. 

 

Introduction 

Choosing the right van is one of the most important decisions a business can make. 

A commercial vehicle is not just a way of getting from A to B. 

For many businesses, a van is an essential tool that helps complete work, serve 
customers and generate income every day. 

Choosing the wrong vehicle can lead to: 

• Limited carrying capacity  

• Higher running costs  

• Reduced productivity  

• The need to upgrade sooner than expected  

Choosing the right van can help your business operate more efficiently, improve 
reliability and support future growth. 

At DT Automotive, we believe the best van is not always the biggest, newest or most 
expensive. 

The best van is the one that matches the way your business works. 

This guide has been created using our experience as a specialist commercial vehicle 
retailer, helping customers across the UK choose quality vans that suit their individual 
requirements. 

 

1. Understanding Your Business Requirements 

Before choosing a van, the first step is understanding how you will use it. 

Every business is different. 

A self-employed tradesperson may have completely different requirements compared 
with a growing company managing multiple vehicles. 

Before choosing your next van, consider: 



What Work Do You Carry Out? 

Think about: 

• Tools and equipment carried  

• Materials transported  

• Number of daily jobs  

• Type of customers you visit  

 

How Many Miles Do You Travel? 

Your daily mileage can influence the best choice. 

Consider: 

• Local journeys  

• Long-distance driving  

• Motorway use  

• City driving  

 

What Does Your Future Business Look Like? 

A van should support where your business is going. 

Ask yourself: 

• Will your workload increase?  

• Will you carry more equipment?  

• Will you need additional capacity?  

Choosing slightly ahead of your current needs can sometimes avoid upgrading too 
soon. 

 

2. Small Vans Explained 

Small vans are ideal for businesses that need practicality, efficiency and easy 
manoeuvrability. 

Popular examples include: 

• Ford Transit Connect  



• Volkswagen Caddy  

• Vauxhall Combo  

• Peugeot Partner  

• Citroën Berlingo  

 

Who Are Small Vans Best For? 

Small vans are popular with: 

• Engineers  

• Couriers  

• Mobile service businesses  

• Maintenance companies  

• City-based businesses  

 

Benefits Of Small Vans 

✓ Lower running costs 
✓ Easier parking 
✓ Good fuel economy 
✓ Comfortable daily driving 
✓ Practical for lighter loads 

 

Things To Consider 

A small van may not be suitable if you regularly carry: 

• Large equipment  

• Heavy materials  

• Bulky items  

Always consider your typical working day before choosing. 

 

3. Medium Vans Explained 

Medium vans are one of the most popular choices for UK businesses. 



They offer an excellent balance between practicality, comfort and carrying ability. 

Popular examples include: 

• Ford Transit Custom  

• Volkswagen Transporter  

• Renault Trafic  

• Vauxhall Vivaro  

• Peugeot Expert  

 

Who Are Medium Vans Best For? 

Medium vans are popular with: 

• Builders  

• Electricians  

• Plumbers  

• Contractors  

• Growing businesses  

 

Benefits Of Medium Vans 

✓ Strong balance of size and efficiency 
✓ Good load space 
✓ Comfortable daily driving 
✓ Wide range of specifications 
✓ Suitable for many trades 

 

Why They Are So Popular 

For many businesses, a medium van provides the perfect balance. 

It is large enough to carry essential equipment but still practical for everyday driving. 

 

4. Large Vans Explained 



Large vans provide maximum carrying capacity and are designed for businesses that 
require more space. 

Popular examples include: 

• Ford Transit  

• Mercedes-Benz Sprinter  

• Volkswagen Crafter  

• Renault Master  

• Peugeot Boxer  

 

Who Are Large Vans Best For? 

Large vans suit businesses that need: 

• High load capacity  

• Large equipment storage  

• More flexibility  

• Increased carrying capability  

Examples include: 

• Delivery businesses  

• Construction companies  

• Larger trade businesses  

• Fleet operators  

 

Benefits Of Large Vans 

✓ Maximum load space 
✓ Higher payload options 
✓ Greater flexibility 
✓ Suitable for specialist requirements 

 

Things To Consider 

Large vans can involve: 



• Higher running costs  

• Larger dimensions  

• More difficult parking  

Make sure the extra space is genuinely useful for your business. 

 

5. Understanding Payload & Load Space 

One of the most important considerations when choosing a van is understanding 
payload. 

What Is Payload? 

Payload is the maximum weight your van can safely carry, including: 

• Tools  

• Equipment  

• Materials  

• Passengers  

 

Why Does Payload Matter? 

Choosing a van with insufficient payload can cause: 

• Overloading  

• Increased wear  

• Reduced efficiency  

• Potential legal issues  

 

Load Space Considerations 

Think about: 

• Length  

• Height  

• Wheelbase  

• Access points  



• Storage requirements  

The biggest van is not always the best van. 

The right specification is the one that works for your everyday needs. 

 

6. Diesel Vs Electric Vans 

Choosing between diesel and electric depends on your business. 

Diesel Vans 

Diesel remains a popular choice because of: 

• Long driving range  

• Refuelling convenience  

• Established technology  

• Suitability for high mileage  

 

Electric Vans 

Electric vans can offer: 

• Lower running costs  

• Quiet operation  

• Reduced emissions  

• Excellent suitability for urban businesses  

Consider: 

• Daily mileage  

• Charging access  

• Vehicle usage  

 

7. Choosing The Right Specification 

The right specification can make a huge difference to your daily experience. 

Consider features such as: 

Comfort 



• Air conditioning  

• Heated seats  

• Cruise control  

Technology 

• Apple CarPlay  

• Android Auto  

• Navigation  

• Bluetooth connectivity  

Safety 

• Parking sensors  

• Reverse camera  

• Driver assistance features  

 

A well-specified van can improve productivity and make every working day easier. 

 

8. Making The Final Decision 

Before choosing your next van, ask: 

Does It Fit My Business? 

Will it carry everything you need? 

Is It Cost Effective? 

Are running costs suitable? 

Will It Support Growth? 

Will it still meet your needs in the future? 

Does It Feel Right? 

The right van should work practically and comfortably for your business. 

 

DT Automotive Expert Insight 



After years of sourcing and preparing commercial vehicles, we understand that every 
customer has different requirements. 

The perfect van for one business may not be the right choice for another. 

A tradesperson, courier, engineer or growing company all have different priorities. 

Our advice is simple: 

Choose a van based on how you work, not just how it looks. 

The right commercial vehicle should support your business today and help you grow 
tomorrow. 

 

Key Takeaways 

✓ Choose a van based on your actual business needs. 

✓ Consider size, payload and load space carefully. 

✓ The biggest van is not always the best van. 

✓ Specification and comfort can improve productivity. 

✓ Think about your future plans before making a decision. 

✓ Expert advice can help you avoid choosing the wrong vehicle. 

 

About DT Automotive 

DT Automotive is a specialist UK commercial vehicle retailer helping businesses find 
quality used vans with confidence. 

Through DT Automotive Van Knowledge, we provide expert guides, honest advice and 
practical information to help businesses make better decisions. 

Because choosing the right van starts with understanding your options. 

 


